
American Realism!
UNIT GOAL: Write an expository essay that 

evaluates how REALIST artists and author’s 
effectively use ethos, pathos, and/or logos to 
communicate and support and their ideas about 
(in)justice.   

•  Background paragraph on Realism 
•  Gallery Walk on ideas about American (in)

justice. 
•  The Rhetorical Triangle: Ethos, Pathos, Logos 
•  Close Reading and Analysis of rhetorical 

triangle in Frederick Douglass’s “Fourth of 
July Oration” 



…with “Liberty” and “Justice” 
for ALL?!

OBJECTIVE: After CLOSE READING an excerpt 
from Mark Twain’s “The Lowest Animal” students 

will analyze the use of Satire, Irony & the 
rhetorical triangle (ethos, pathos, logos) to 

support his philosophical beliefs about (in)justice. 

Evidence:  
• Annotations and Marginalia 

• SOAPS & Dialectical Journal 
• SAYS-MEANS-MATTERS 



A"er	  you	  share	  with	  your	  partner,	  use	  circle	  map	  info	  to	  write	  
background	  paragraph.	  	  	  

As	  you	  watch	  video,	  fill	  in	  circle	  map	  with	  important	  
informa=on	  about	  the	  author’s	  background.	  

Use	  the	  following	  paragraph	  
frame:	  	  

_______can	  be	  described	  as	  
______.	  	  He	  was	  born	  
________	  and	  spent	  most	  of	  his	  
life________.	  	  While	  ________,	  he	  
became	  interested	  in	  ________.	  
Addi=onally,	  ________________.	  	  
His	  wri=ng	  aBempts	  to	  
______________	  by	  
_______________.	  

Mark	  Twain	  



Before	  you	  read…	  1st	  read	  
•  Number	  the	  Paragraphs.	  
•  Look	  at	  the	  =tle	  and	  use	  your	  background	  
knowledge	  to	  predict	  what	  he	  will	  be	  arguing	  
in	  this	  essay.	  

•  Quick-‐Read:	  3	  minutes	  
– Skim	  through	  the	  ar=cle	  and	  circle	  KEY	  words	  
that	  seem	  to	  be	  important	  to	  what	  he	  will	  be	  
arguing	  or	  communica=ng.	  	  	  



As	  you	  read…	  2nd	  read	  
Underline	  phrases	  which	  help	  you	  answer	  the	  
following:	  

•  What	  is	  the	  author’s	  purpose	  in	  wri=ng	  this	  
speech?	  In	  other	  words,	  what	  is	  he	  trying	  to	  
accomplish?	  

•  What	  is	  his	  central	  claim	  or	  argument	  about	  
jus=ce?	  

•  Find	  examples	  of	  SATIRE	  &	  IRONY	  in	  the	  essay.	  
– What	  ins=tu=on	  is	  he	  making	  fun	  of	  or	  revealing	  to	  be	  
ridiculous?	  	  

– What	  statements	  does	  the	  essay	  make	  which	  are	  the	  opposite	  
of	  what	  is	  generally	  expected?	  



A"er	  your	  2nd	  read…	  
•  What	  is	  the	  author’s	  purpose	  in	  wri=ng	  this	  essay?	  In	  
other	  words,	  what	  is	  he	  trying	  to	  accomplish?	  

•  What	  is	  his	  central	  claim	  or	  argument?	  
Simple:	  	  
The	  speech	  argues	  that	  ____________.	  

Sufficient:	  	  
According	  to	  ______,	  ____________.	  

SophisCcated:	  	  
In	  the	  speech,	  “________,”	  _____	  asserts/	  proposes/	  
claims	  _______________.	  



THIRD	  read:	  MARGINALIA	  

Explain	  your	  annota=ons	  along	  the	  margins:	  
	  *	  	  Iden=fy	  and	  Summarize	  Main	  Ideas:	  i.e.	  
This	  explains	  that___.	  	  	  


✔  Evidence	  used	  to	  support	  argument:	  

	  i.e.	  This	  demonstrates/	  illustrates/conveys.	  

	  ? 	  	  Clarify	  ques=ons	  and	  confusion:	  	  

i.e.	  I	  don’t	  understand	  ____.	  	  What	  does	  ___	  
mean?	  I	  wonder	  why____.	  



COMPLETE	  
SOAPS	  
TEMPLATE	  
TO	  IDENTIFY	  
AUTHOR’S	  
PURPOSE	  &	  
CONTEXT	  	  



COMPLETE	  
SUMMARY	  
TEMPLATE	  
SUMMARIZE	  
ESSAY’s	  
MAIN	  IDEAS	  



SATIRE	  &	  IRONY	  
The	  rhetorical	  quesCon	  is	  asked	  just	  for	  the	  effects	  
or	  to	  lay	  emphasis	  on	  some	  point	  discussed	  when	  
no	  real	  answer	  is	  expected.	  A	  rhetorical	  ques=on	  
may	  have	  an	  obvious	  answer	  but	  the	  ques=oner	  
asks	  rhetorical	  ques=ons	  to	  lay	  emphasis	  on	  a	  
point’s	  logic.	  

CIRCLE:	  Rhetorical	  Ques=ons?	  	  What	  are	  the	  
obvious	  answers	  to	  these?	  	  What	  point	  or	  
argument	  are	  they	  making	  obvious	  to	  the	  
audience?	  	  



Complete	  
Says	  Means	  
MaJers	  to	  
IdenCfy	  and	  
Analyze	  
author’s	  use	  
of	  ETHOS	  
PATHOS	  AND	  
LOGOS	  to	  
Support	  
Central	  
Claim.	  


