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“One learns through the processing ofOne learns through the processing of 
information by the brain.  Words very, very 
seldom imprint themselves on the brain;seldom imprint themselves on the brain; 
but ones thinking does.”

‐Walter Pauk‐Walter Pauk



Quickwrite

How and when didHow and when did 

you learn to take notes?



Guiding Questions

During our time together think about….

g Q

g g

How would this information have helped me as aHow would this information have helped me as a 
student ?

How will this knowledge help me in my classroomHow will this knowledge help me in my classroom 
to better prepare my students for college?



FOCUSED NOTE‐TAKING

CORNELL NOTE‐TAKING SYSTEM
NOTE‐TAKING NOTE‐MAKING NOTE‐

INTERACTING
NOTE‐

REFLECTING

STEP 1
Create Format

STEP 3
Review & Revise 
notes

STEP 6
Link learning to 
create a synthesized

STEP 8
Written Feedback

STEP 2

create a synthesized 
summary

STEP 4 STEP 7 STEP 9
AOrganize Notes Note key ideas to 

create questions

STEP 5

Use completed 
Cornell notes as a 
Learning tool

Address Written 
Feedback

STEP 10STEP 5
Exchange ideas by 
collaboration

STEP 10
Your reflection



C REATE FORMAT

O RGANIZE NOTES

R EVIEW & REVISE

N OTE KEY IDEAS

E XCHANGE IDEAS

L INK LEARNING

L EARNING TOOL

W RITTEN FEEDBACK

A DDRESS FEEDBACK

Y OUR REFLECTIONY OUR REFLECTION







Step 1 ‐Create FormatStep 1  Create Format

Cl• Name, Date, Class
• Topic
• Essential Question
• Tips…..



Step 2 ‐Organize Notes
• Listen & take notes in your own words
• Paraphrase what you hear
• Skip lines between ideas
• Abbreviate
• Use symbols
• Write in phrasesp
• Use bullets/lists
• Recognize cuesg



• Tips to help students with Step 2
– Provide students with abbreviations & shortcutsProvide students with abbreviations & shortcuts 
for each content area

– Teach students your personal cuesTeach students your personal cues

– Model, model, model



Ready to Try?y y

Research Behind Note‐takingResearch Behind Note taking

Essential Question

What is the rationale and research that supports 
the importance of note‐taking?



Hermann Ebbinghaus

German psychologist & researcher

Late 1800’sLate 1800 s





Walter Pauk

Cornell University



Classroom Instruction That Works

Effective
Identifying 

Marzano, Pickering & Pollock, 2001

Teaching
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Summarizing & Note‐taking
• Effect Size 1.00 (34 percentile gain)
• Tools for identifying & 

understanding the most importantunderstanding the most important 
aspects of what is being learned

• Summarizing & Note‐taking
– Deleting, substituting & keeping 

some information
– Learning to analyze
– Becoming aware of information 

structures



Step 3 ‐Review & Revise Notes



Review & Revise Notes Samples



Step 4 ‐Note Key Ideas

• Identify first “chunk” or “big idea” of the notes and• Identify first  chunk  or  big idea  of the notes  and 
number 1

• Write a question about the main idea of that “chunk”• Write a question about the main idea of that  chunk

• Repeat until all “chunks” are identified with 
corresponding questionscorresponding questions 



Levels of Thinking



Step 5 – Exchange Ideas

When peers work together to review their 
notes, the collaboration results in enhanced 
llearning.  



Step 6 – Link Learning
• Summary

– Review notes

– Synthesize and 
combine main ideas

– Address the essential 
question

– Link the answers from 
the questions on the 
l fleft



Step 7 – Learning Tool
• Think‐pair‐share

List ways students can use their notes as a– List ways students can use their notes as a 
learning tool…..



Step 8 –Written Feedback 



Step 9 – Address FeedbackStep 9  Address Feedback



Step 10 – Your ReflectionStep 10  Your Reflection
• Develop a learning log to guide students’Develop a learning log to guide students  
thinking
– Identify 3 key learnings from your summariesIdentify 3 key learnings from your summaries

– How can you apply these learnings to another 
concept?co cep

– What questions are still unanswered? 





Note‐taking Tips

• Socratic Seminar 
with Curve of 
Forgetting

• On Demand Module 
on File Sharing in g
MyAVID



Teaching Tipg p

• Scaffold for students using the 10‐2‐2 methodScaffold for students using the 10 2 2 method
– 10 minute lecture

– 2 minute pair share2 minute pair share

– 2 minute individual  1 sentence summary below 
chunkchunk

– Repeat throughout lesson





QuestionsQ
Contact your 

State/Region ProgramManagerState/Region Program Manager
Do not know who that is?  Email programsupport@avidcenter.org

or 
Ellen Nickerson

Professional Development 
P MProgram Manager

enickerson@avidcenter.org


