Alain LeRoy Locke was born Sept. 13,
1886, Philadelphia. For almost 40 years
he taught at Howard University. Locke
promoted the recognition and respect of
blacks by the total American community.
He familiarized American readers with
the Harlem Renaissance by editing a
special Harlem issue for Survey
Graphic, which he expanded into The
New Negro (1925).
•
•
•

© 2012 A&E Television Networks. All
rights reserved.
–

Alain Locke from the essay titled “Harlem” published in
Survey Graphic:
“If we were to offer a symbol of what Harlem has come to
mean in the short span of twenty years it would be another
statue of liberty on the landward side of New York. It stands
for a folk-movement which in human significance can be
compared only with the pushing back of the western frontier
in the first half of the last century, or the waves of
immigration which have swept in from overseas in the last
half. Numerically far smaller than either of these movements,
the volume of migration is such none the less that Harlem has
become the greatest Negro community the world has known-without counterpart in the South or in Africa. But beyond this,
Harlem represents the Negro's latest thrust towards
Democracy”

James Weldon Johnson (June
17, 1871 – June 26, 1938) was
an American author, politician,
diplomat, critic, journalist, poet,
anthologist, educator, lawyer,
songwriter, and early civil rights
activist. Johnson is remembered
best for his leadership within the
NAACP, as well as for his writing,
which includes novels, poems,
and collections of folklore. He
was also one of the first AfricanAmerican professors at New York
University. Later in life he was a
professor of creative literature
and writing at Fisk University.

“The Making of Harlem” by James Weldon Johnson

To my mind, Harlem is more than a Negro
community; it is a large scale laboratory experiment
in the race problem. The statement has often been
made that if Negroes were transported to the North in
large numbers the race problem with all of its
acuteness and with New aspects would be transferred
with them. Well, 175,000 Negroes live closely
together in Harlem, in the heart of New York, 75,000
more than live in any Southern city, and do so
without any race friction. Nor is there any unusual
record of crime.

William Edward Burghardt "W. E.
B." Du Bois; February 23, 1868 –
August 27, 1963) was an
American sociologist, historian,
civil rights activist, Pan-Africanist,
author and editor. Born in western
Massachusetts, Du Bois grew up
in a tolerant community and
experienced little racism as a
child. After graduating from
Harvard, where he was the first
African American to earn a
doctorate, he became a professor
of history, sociology and
economics at Atlanta University.
Du Bois was one of the cofounders of the National
Association for the Advancement
of Colored People (NAACP) in
1909.

From The Souls of Black Folk
By W.E.B. Dubois
“Little of beauty has America given the world save the rude
grandeur God himself stamped on her bosom; the human spirit
in this new world has expressed itself in vigor and ingenuity
rather than in beauty. And so by fateful chance the Negro folksong — the rhythmic cry of the slave - stands to-day not simply
as the sole American music, but as the most beautiful
expression of human experience born this side the seas. It has
been neglected, it has been, and is, half despised, and above
all it has been persistently mistaken and misunderstood but
notwithstanding, it still remains as the singular spiritual heritage
of the nation and the greatest gift of the Negro people.”

Marcus Mosiah Garvey, Jr., ONH
(17 August 1887 – 10 June 1940)[1]
was a Jamaican publisher,
journalist, entrepreneur, and orator
who was a staunch proponent of the
Black Nationalism and PanAfricanism movements, to which
end he founded the Universal Negro
Improvement Association and
African Communities League (UNIAACL).[2] He founded the Black Star
Line, part of the Back-to-Africa
movement, which promoted the
return of the African Diaspora to
their ancestral lands.

From “African Fundamentalism”
by Marcus Garvey
“The world today is indebted to us for the benefits of civilization.
They stole our arts and sciences from Africa. Then why should
we be ashamed of ourselves? Their MODERN IMPROVEMENTS
are but DUPLICATES of a grander civilization that we reflected
thousands of years ago, without the advantage of what is buried
and still hidden, to be resurrected and reintroduced by the
intelligence of our generation and our prosperity. Why should we
be discouraged because somebody laughs at us today? Who to
tell what tomorrow will bring forth? Did they not laugh at Moses,
Christ and Mohammed? Was there not a Carthage, Greece and
Rome? We see and have changes every day, so pray, work, be
steadfast and be not dismayed.”

Zora Neale Hurston (January 7,
1891[1][2] – January 28, 1960)
was an American folklorist,
anthropologist, and author
during the time of the Harlem
Renaissance. Of Hurston's four
novels and more than 50
published short stories, plays,
and essays, she is best known
for her 1937 novel Their Eyes
Were Watching God.

From “How it feels to be a colored
me” by Zora Neale Hurston
“At certain times I have no race, I am me. When I set

my hat at a certain angle and saunter down Seventh
Avenue, Harlem City, feeling as snooty as the lions
in front of the Forty- Second Street Library, for
instance. So far as my feelings are concerned,
Peggy Hopkins Joyce on the Boule Mich with her
gorgeous raiment, stately carriage, knees knocking
together in a most aristocratic manner, has nothing
on me. The cosmic Zora emerges. I belong to no
race nor time. I am the eternal feminine with its string
of beads.”

Jessie Redmon Fauset (April 27,
1882 – April 30, 1961) was an
American editor, poet, essayist and
novelist.
Fauset was the editor of the NAACP
magazine The Crisis. She also was
the editor and co-author for the
African American children's
magazine Brownies' Book. She
studied the teachings and beliefs of
W.E.B Dubois and considered him to
be her mentor. Fauset was known as
one of the most intelligent women
novelists of the Harlem
Renaissance, earning her the name
“the midwife”. In her lifetime she
wrote four novels as well as poetry
and short fiction

From “Some Notes on Color”
by Jessie Faucet

