
Collection 5: An Age of Realism  
The Awakening by Kate Chopin Final Essay Prep Tool 
 
UNIT GOAL: Write an essay that examines the ways which Post-Civil War writers and artists use 
elements of realism to emphasize themes in response to social change. 
 
INSTRUCTIONS:  Complete this form to prepare for the timed write.  Turn this in stapled along with 

previous PROGRESS CHECKS. 
SUBJECT: Realism, Naturalism, Psychological Realism, Feminism, Gender 
ACADEMIC 
TERMS: Most of 
these should be 
applied in your 
writing.   

Realism, Naturalism, Regionalism, Psychological Realism, verisimilitude, vernacular 
objectivity, determinism, Darwinism, heredity, patriarchy, archetype, character, character 
traits, motivation, protagonist, antagonist, setting, imagery, symbols/symbolism, conflict, 
resolution, theme, irony. 

Body 1: 
Based on your 
SUBJECT of 
interest, what 
will the 
paragraph’s 
topic be? 
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