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Row 7: Apply Conventions 

© 2017 The College Board 3

 
Row/Proficiency

 
No points earned for… 

 
Points earned for…

Max 
Points

5 SELECT AND 
USE EVIDENCE

Any evidence presented 
in the response is 
predominantly irrelevant and/
or lacks credibility.

The response includes 
mostly relevant and credible 
evidence. 
6 Pts

The response includes 
relevant, credible and 
sufficient evidence to 
support its argument.
9 Pts

9

6 APPLY 
CONVENTIONS 
(CITATION)

The response is missing a 
bibliography/works cited 
OR the response is largely 
missing in-text citations/ 
footnotes. 

The response attributes or 
cites sources used through 
the use of in-text citations 
or footnotes, but not always 
accurately. The bibliography 
or works cited references 
sources using a generally 
consistent style with some 
errors.
3 Pts

The response attributes, 
accurately cites and 
integrates the sources 
used through the use 
of in-text citations 
or footnotes. The 
bibliography or works 
cited accurately 
references sources using 
a consistent style.
5 Pts

5

7 APPLY 
CONVENTIONS 
(GRAMMAR 
AND STYLE)

The response has many 
grammatical flaws, is difficult 
to understand, or is written 
in a style inappropriate for an 
academic audience. 

The response is mostly clear 
but may contain some flaws 
in grammar or a few instances 
of a style inappropriate for an 
academic audience.
2 Pts

The response creates 
variety, emphasis, and 
interest to the reader 
through the use of 
effective sentences and 
precision of word choice. 
The written style is 
consistently appropriate 
for an academic 
audience, although the 
response may have a few 
errors in grammar and 
style.
3 Pts

3

AP Seminar Performance Task 2: Individual Written  
Argument (IWA) Rubric 



Row 7: Grammatical Flaws? 
•  SPELLING:	Spelling	errors	must	NOT	distract	reader	from	ideas.	Circle	misspelled	

words.		Spell	them	correctly.		Check	for	commonly	misspelled	words.	For	example:		
–  then,	than	
–  Effect,	affect,		
–  its,	it’s	
–  Their,	there	
–  To,	too,	two	

•  MISSING	WORDS:	Use	a	carat	^	to	insert	missing	words.			
•  CAPITALIZATION:	Beginning	of	sentences	&	proper	nouns	must	be	Capitalized.		

Underline	lePers	that	should/should	not	be	capitalized	twice.		
•  PUNCTUATION:		Every	sentence	must	end	with	a	period	or	ques8on	mark.		

Commas	will	separate	clauses	accurately.		
•  FRAGMENTS:		No	incomplete	sentences.			

–  i.e.	Wants	to	show	that	man	is	the	“lowest”	animal.		Missing	SUBJECT!	
–  Comparing	the	earl	and	the	anaconda.		Missing	Predicate.			

•  RUN-ON’s:	Look	for	long	sentences	that	could	be	broken	up	into	two	complete		
sentences	by	adding	punctua8on	or	separa8ng	the	clauses	with	commas.	

•  QUOTATION	MARKS	will	mark	the	use	of	cita8ons.	For	example,	“I	said	that	
punctua8on	helps	the	reader	follow	the	writer’s	train	of	thought”	(2).		



ROW 7: Style Consistently Appropriate 
for an academic audience?   

•  No	CONTRACTIONS:	spell	out	don’t,	aren’t,	isn’t,	etc.			
•  No	2nd	Person:	Cross	out	all	You’s.	Suggest	whether	the	
writer	should	instead	use:	reader/s,	individual/s,	one,	
audience,	Americans,	etc.		

•  No	1st	Person:	Cross	out	all	I	think/	believe	
•  No	PAST	TENSE	VERBS	while	analyzing	the	text.		In	
literary	analysis	essays,	all	is	happening	while	they	are	
being	read:	USE	PRESENT	TENSE	ONLY!	

•  No	PASSIVE	VOICE:	Use	ac8ve	verbs	to	describe	
ac8ons	of	text.		For	example:	
–  Passive:	Twain	is	arguing	that	man	is	the	lowest	animal.	
–  AcIve:		Twain	argues	that	man	is	the	lowest	animal.			



ROW 7: Effective Sentences & 
Precision of Word Choice 

•  Circle	areas	that	are	unclear	and	confusing.	Suggest	
how	these	can	be	rewri4en.	This	should	include	
sentences	that	have	the	words	“what”	“why”	“how”	
these	are	usually	too	vague	and	do	not	answer	their	
own	ques8on.		(i.e.	“…this	shows	how	he	felt.”		or	“this	
reveals	what	they	went	through.”		

•  Cross	out	areas	that	are	repeIIve	and	off	topic.	
•  Check	for	subject	verb	agreement.		Do	all	verbs	agree	
with	their	subject	in	number?	For	example.		
–  The	flock	follow	its	leader.	INCORRECT!	
–  The	flock	follows	its	leader.	CORRECT!	



•  TransiIons:	Do	ideas	flow	with	ease?	
•  SYNTACTICAL	VARIETY:	Do	many	of	the	
sentences	start	the	same	way	or	is	there	variety?	
UNDERLINE	the	beginning	of	sentences	that	
should	be	reworded.			

•  Word	Choice:	Does	the	student	use	a	variety	of	
verbs	in	their	analysis	or	is	there	lots	of	
repe88on?		HIGHLIGHT	all	the	8mes	your	
colleague	uses	SHOWS	or	any	other	VERB	
repeatedly.			

•  Tone:	Is	the	TONE	conversa8onal	or	formal?	

ROW 7: Creates variety, emphasis 
and interest to the reader  



ROW	6:	Apply	Conven8ons	(Cita8on)	
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Row/Proficiency

 
No points earned for… 

 
Points earned for…

Max 
Points

5 SELECT AND 
USE EVIDENCE

Any evidence presented 
in the response is 
predominantly irrelevant and/
or lacks credibility.

The response includes 
mostly relevant and credible 
evidence. 
6 Pts

The response includes 
relevant, credible and 
sufficient evidence to 
support its argument.
9 Pts

9

6 APPLY 
CONVENTIONS 
(CITATION)

The response is missing a 
bibliography/works cited 
OR the response is largely 
missing in-text citations/ 
footnotes. 

The response attributes or 
cites sources used through 
the use of in-text citations 
or footnotes, but not always 
accurately. The bibliography 
or works cited references 
sources using a generally 
consistent style with some 
errors.
3 Pts

The response attributes, 
accurately cites and 
integrates the sources 
used through the use 
of in-text citations 
or footnotes. The 
bibliography or works 
cited accurately 
references sources using 
a consistent style.
5 Pts

5

7 APPLY 
CONVENTIONS 
(GRAMMAR 
AND STYLE)

The response has many 
grammatical flaws, is difficult 
to understand, or is written 
in a style inappropriate for an 
academic audience. 

The response is mostly clear 
but may contain some flaws 
in grammar or a few instances 
of a style inappropriate for an 
academic audience.
2 Pts

The response creates 
variety, emphasis, and 
interest to the reader 
through the use of 
effective sentences and 
precision of word choice. 
The written style is 
consistently appropriate 
for an academic 
audience, although the 
response may have a few 
errors in grammar and 
style.
3 Pts

3

AP Seminar Performance Task 2: Individual Written  
Argument (IWA) Rubric 



ROW	6:	Apply	Conven8ons	(Cita8on)	

•  See	MLA	Style	Guidelines	Overview	
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Row/Proficiency

 
No points earned for… 

 
Points earned for…

Max 
Points

1 UNDERSTAND 
AND ANALYZE 
CONTEXT

The response does not 
incorporate any of the 
stimulus material, or, at most, 
it is mentioned in only one 
sentence.

OR
The response includes a 
discussion of at least one 
of the stimulus materials 
however it does not 
contribute to the argument. 

The response demonstrates the relevance of at least one 
of the stimulus materials to the argument by integrating it 
as part of the response. (For example, as providing relevant 
context for the research question, or as evidence to 
support relevant claims.)

5 Pts

5

2 UNDERSTAND 
AND ANALYZE 
CONTEXT

The response either provides 
no context 

OR
The response makes 
simplistic references to or 
general statements about 
the context of the research 
question. 

The response explains the significance or importance of 
the research question by situating it within a larger context.

5 Pts

5

3 UNDERSTAND 
AND ANALYZE 
PERSPECTIVE 

The response provides only a 
single perspective.

OR
The response identifies 
and offers opinions or 
unsubstantiated statements 
about different perspectives 
that may be overly simplified. 

The response describes 
multiple perspectives and 
identifies some relevant 
similarities or differences 
between them. 

6 Pts

The response evaluates 
multiple perspectives 
(and synthesizes them) 
by drawing relevant 
connections between 
them, considering 
objections, implications, 
and limitations. 

9 Pts

9

4 ESTABLISH 
ARGUMENT

The response provides only 
unsubstantiated opinions or 
claims. 

OR 
The response summarizes 
information (no argument). 
The response employs 
inadequate reasoning due to 
minimal connections between 
claims and evidence. 

The argument presents a claim 
with some flaws in reasoning.

The response is logically 
organized, but the 
reasoning may be faulty or 
underdeveloped OR The 
response may be well-
reasoned but illogical in its 
organization. The conclusion 
may be only partially related to 
the research question or thesis.

8 Pts

The response is a 
clear and convincing 
argument. 

The response is logically 
organized and well-
reasoned by connecting 
claims and evidence, 
leading to a plausible, 
well-aligned conclusion. 

12 Pts

12

AP Seminar Performance Task 2: Individual Written  
Argument (IWA) Rubric 

(Continued)



1. UNDERSTAND & ANALYZE CONTEXT 

Attention Getter: Introduce the TOPIC that the prompt 
asks you to explore.


Necessary Background: Explain the quote, where it 
comes from, and its connection to research interest.  
Introduce the PROBLEMS that are being explored to 
understand the topic. Include full name of author 
title of text and paraphrase background necessary to 
transition into your THESIS statement.  


Thesis Statement: Directly answer the prompt’s central 
question. Include key signal words.  WARNING: If 
your thesis statement is vague and unclear, the 
rest of your essay will surely fall apart.




Background Focus & Organization: ROW 4

Topic Sentence: 


Introduce the BACKGROUND & CONTEXT OF 
PROBLEM CLEARLY Announces point to be made to 
support the THESIS statement.  (ROW 3)


Introduction to evidence: 


CONCISELY Explain, defend, and elaborate on your 
BACKGROUND & set the context for evidence you 
will use by paraphrasing events.  (ROW 2) 


Evidence Follow up with at least one quote from 
JOURNALISTIC SOURCES and/ or use a quote from 
an expert source to support YOUR TOPIC 
SENTENCE. (Row 5)


Analysis:  What does the evidence/example mean/
signify/ denote/ indicate/ suggest? (Row 4)


Commentary: What does the evidence/example reveal/ 
prove/illustrate about the overall topic?(ROW 1) 




LENSES Focus & Organization: ROW 4

Topic Sentence: 


Introduce the LENS and CLEARLY Announces 
point to be made to support the THESIS 
statement.  (ROW 3)


Introduction to evidence: 


CONCISELY Explain, defend, and elaborate on 
your LENS and set the context for evidence you 
will use by paraphrasing events.  (ROW 2) 


Evidence Follow up with at least one quote from the 
book and/ or use a quote from an expert source 
to support YOUR TOPIC SENTENCE. (Row 5)


Analysis:  What does the evidence/example mean/
signify/ denote/ indicate/ suggest? (Row 4)


Commentary: What does the evidence/example 
reveal/ prove/illustrate about the overall topic?
(ROW 1) 




SOLUTIONS Focus & Organization: ROW 4

Topic Sentence: 


Introduce the SOLUTION and CLEARLY 
Announces point to be made to support the 
THESIS statement.  (ROW 3)


Introduction to evidence: 


a. CONCISELY Explain, defend, or elaborate on 
SOLUTION and b. set the context for evidence 
you will use by paraphrasing.  (ROW 2) 


Evidence Follow up with at least one quote from the 
book and/ or use a quote from an expert source 
to support YOUR TOPIC SENTENCE. (Row 5)


Analysis:  What does the evidence/example mean/
signify/ denote/ indicate/ suggest? (Row 4)


Commentary: What does the evidence/example 
reveal/ prove/illustrate about the overall topic?
(ROW 1) 




Ccnclusion Focus & Organization: ROW 4

Topic Sentence: 


What is YOUR PERSPECTIVE on the BEST 
SOLUTION? Do you CLEARLY connect back to point 
to made in THESIS statement?  (ROW 3)


Introduction to evidence: 


a. CONCISELY Explain, defend, or elaborate on 
SOLUTION and b. set the context for evidence you 
will use by paraphrasing.  (ROW 2) 


Evidence Follow up with DATA, FACTS, ANECDOTE or 
or use a quote from an expert source to support 
YOUR TOPIC SENTENCE. (Row 5) What are the 
IMPLICATIONS of this solution?


Analysis:  What does the evidence/example mean/
signify/ denote/ indicate/ suggest? (Row 4)


Commentary: What does the evidence/example reveal/ 
prove/illustrate about the overall topic?(ROW 1) 




Counterargument Focus & Organization: 
ROW 4
Topic Sentence: 



What are the COUNTERARGUMENTS to your 
Solutions?  (ROW 3)


Introduction to evidence: 


a. CONCISELY Explain, defend, or elaborate on 
perspective & line of reasoning of counterargument 
and b. Why is it wrong?  set the context for evidence 
you will use by paraphrasing.  (ROW 2) 


Evidence Follow up with DATA, FACTS, ANECDOTE or 
or use a quote from an expert source to support 
YOUR TOPIC SENTENCE. (Row 5) 


Analysis:  What does the evidence/example mean/
signify/ denote/ indicate/ suggest? (Row 4) What 
are the IMPLICATIONS of COUNTERARGUMENT?


Commentary: What are the limitations of 
COUNTERARGUMENT next to your solution (ROW 1) 




Conclusion: RRR

Restate thesis: Remind the reader what 

your essay just demonstrated or proved.


Review evidence: 


Paraphrase points and evidence used to 
prove the thesis statement.


Relate: How do the texts studied and topic 
help us understand contemporary 
American identity and culture? 




Final Draft  
Due: 


